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October 19, 1999

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

TICKET TO WORK AND WORK IN-
CENTIVES [IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 1999

Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1180) to amend the Social Secu-
rity Act to expand the availability of
health care coverage for working indi-
viduals with disabilities, to establish a
Ticket to Work and Self-Sufficiency
Program in the Social Security Admin-
istration to provide such individuals
with meaningful opportunities to work,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1180

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as

the ““Ticket to Work and Work Incentives

Improvement Act of 1999”".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

TITLE I—TICKET TO WORK AND SELF-
SUFFICIENCY AND RELATED PROVI-
SIONS

Subtitle A—Ticket to Work and Self-
Sufficiency
Sec. 101. Establishment of the Ticket to
Work and Self-Sufficiency Pro-
gram.
Subtitle B—Elimination of Work
Disincentives
Sec. 111. Work activity standard as a basis
for review of an individual’s
disabled status.
Sec. 112. Expedited reinstatement of dis-
ability benefits.
Subtitle C—Work Incentives Planning,
Assistance, and Outreach
Sec. 121. Work incentives outreach program.
Sec. 122. State grants for work incentives
assistance to disabled bene-
ficiaries.
TITLE II—EXPANDED AVAILABILITY OF
HEALTH CARE SERVICES

Sec. 201. Expanding State options under the
medicaid program for workers
with disabilities.

Extending medicare coverage for
OASDI disability benefit recipi-
ents.

Grants to develop and establish
State infrastructures to sup-
port working individuals with
disabilities.

Demonstration of coverage under
the medicaid program of work-
ers with potentially severe dis-
abilities.

Election by disabled beneficiaries
to suspend medigap insurance
when covered under a group
health plan.

Sec. 202.

Sec. 203.

204.

Sec.

Sec. 205.
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TITLE I1I—DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS
AND STUDIES

Sec. 301. Extension of disability insurance
program demonstration project
authority.

302. Demonstration projects providing
for reductions in disability in-
surance benefits based on earn-
ings.

303. Studies and reports.

TITLE IV—MISCELLANEOUS AND

TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS

401. Technical amendments relating to
drug addicts and alcoholics.

Treatment of prisoners.

Revocation by members of the cler-
gy of exemption from social se-
curity coverage.

Additional technical amendment
relating to cooperative research
or demonstration projects
under titles Il and XVI.

Authorization for State to permit
annual wage reports.

Assessment on attorneys who re-
ceive their fees via the Social
Security Administration.

Prevention of fraud and abuse asso-
ciated with certain payments
under  the medicaid pro-
gram.Extension of authority of
State medicaid fraud control
units.

Extension of authority of State
medicaid fraud control units.
Sec. 409. Special allowance adjustment for

student loans.

TITLE I—-TICKET TO WORK AND SELF-
SUFFICIENCY AND RELATED PROVISIONS

Subtitle A—Ticket to Work and Self-
Sufficiency
SEC. 101. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TICKET TO
WORK AND SELF-SUFFICIENCY PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part A of title Xl of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1301 et seq.) is
amended by adding after section 1147 (as
added by section 8 of the Noncitizen Benefit
Clarification and Other Technical Amend-
ments Act of 1998 (Public Law 105-306; 112
Stat. 2928)) the following:

““THE TICKET TO WORK AND SELF-SUFFICIENCY

PROGRAM

““SEC. 1148. (a) IN GENERAL.—The Commis-
sioner of Social Security shall establish a
Ticket to Work and Self-Sufficiency Pro-
gram, under which a disabled beneficiary
may use a ticket to work and self-sufficiency
issued by the Commissioner in accordance
with this section to obtain employment serv-
ices, vocational rehabilitation services, or
other support services from an employment
network which is of the beneficiary’s choice
and which is willing to provide such services
to such beneficiary.

““(b) TICKET SYSTEM.—

‘“(1) DISTRIBUTION OF TICKETS.—The Com-
missioner of Social Security may issue a
ticket to work and self-sufficiency to dis-
abled beneficiaries for participation in the
Program.

““(2) ASSIGNMENT OF TICKETS.—A disabled
beneficiary holding a ticket to work and
self-sufficiency may assign the ticket to any
employment network of the beneficiary’s
choice which is serving under the Program
and is willing to accept the assignment.

““(3) TICKET TERMS.—A ticket issued under
paragraph (1) shall consist of a document
which evidences the Commissioner’s agree-
ment to pay (as provided in paragraph (4)) an
employment network, which is serving under
the Program and to which such ticket is as-
signed by the beneficiary, for such employ-
ment services, Vvocational rehabilitation
services, and other support services as the
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employment network may provide to the
beneficiary.

“(4) PAYMENTS TO EMPLOYMENT NET-
WORKS.—The Commissioner shall pay an em-
ployment network under the Program in ac-
cordance with the outcome payment system
under subsection (h)(2) or under the out-
come-milestone payment system under sub-
section (h)(3) (whichever is elected pursuant
to subsection (h)(1)). An employment net-
work may not request or receive compensa-
tion for such services from the beneficiary.

‘“(c) STATE PARTICIPATION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Each State agency ad-
ministering or supervising the administra-
tion of the State plan approved under title |
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 may elect
to participate in the Program as an employ-
ment network with respect to a disabled ben-
eficiary. If the State agency does elect to
participate in the Program, the State agency
also shall elect to be paid under the outcome
payment system or the outcome-milestone
payment system in accordance with sub-
section (h)(1). With respect to a disabled ben-
eficiary that the State agency does not elect
to have participate in the Program, the
State agency shall be paid for services pro-
vided to that beneficiary under the system
for payment applicable under section 222(d)
and subsections (d) and (e) of section 1615.
The Commissioner shall provide for periodic
opportunities for exercising such elections.

““(2) EFFECT OF PARTICIPATION BY STATE
AGENCY.—

““(A) STATE AGENCIES PARTICIPATING.—In
any case in which a State agency described
in paragraph (1) elects under that paragraph
to participate in the Program, the employ-
ment services, vocational rehabilitation
services, and other support services which,
upon assignment of tickets to work and self-
sufficiency, are provided to disabled bene-
ficiaries by the State agency acting as an
employment network shall be governed by
plans for vocational rehabilitation services
approved under title | of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973.

““(B) STATE AGENCIES ADMINISTERING MA-
TERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH SERVICES PRO-
GRAMS.—Subparagraph (A) shall not apply
with respect to any State agency admin-
istering a program under title V of this Act.

““(3) AGREEMENTS BETWEEN STATE AGENCIES
AND EMPLOYMENT NETWORKS.—State agencies
and employment networks shall enter into
agreements regarding the conditions under
which services will be provided when an indi-
vidual is referred by an employment network
to a State agency for services. The Commis-
sioner of Social Security shall establish by
regulations the timeframe within which such
agreements must be entered into and the
mechanisms for dispute resolution between
State agencies and employment networks
with respect to such agreements.

““(d) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMMIS-
SIONER OF SOCIAL SECURITY.—

““(1) SELECTION AND QUALIFICATIONS OF PRO-
GRAM MANAGERS.—The Commissioner of So-
cial Security shall enter into agreements
with 1 or more organizations in the private
or public sector for service as a program
manager to assist the Commissioner in ad-
ministering the Program. Any such program
manager shall be selected by means of a
competitive bidding process, from among or-
ganizations in the private or public sector
with available expertise and experience in
the field of vocational rehabilitation or em-
ployment services.

““(2) TENURE, RENEWAL, AND EARLY TERMI-
NATION.—Each agreement entered into under
paragraph (1) shall provide for early termi-
nation upon failure to meet performance
standards which shall be specified in the
agreement and which shall be weighted to
take into account any performance in prior
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